LAWS OP TASTE EN EATING.	209
It is really not to be imagined with what profound knowledge and erudition our men of quality now treat these culinary subjects; and I cannot but hope that such excellent critics will at last turn authors themselves; pay, I daily expect to see a digest of the whole art of cookery by some person of honour.
I cannot help hinting, by the way, to these accurate kitchen critics, that it does not become them to be facetious and satirical upon those dissertations which ladies sometimes hold upon their dress, the subject being by no means so low nor so trifling.
Though such a degree of affected gluttony, accompanied with such frivolous discourses, is pardonable in those who are little superior to the animals they devour, and who are cm\j fruges consumere nafo, I am surprised and hurt when I see men of parts fall into it, since it not only suspends the exercise of their parts for the present, but impairs them, together with their health, for the future: and, if fools could contrive, I should think they had contrived this method of bringing men of sense down to them; for it is certain, that when a company is thus gorged, glutted, and loaded, there is not the least difference between the most stupid and the wittiest man in it.
What life in all that ample body say, What heavenly particle inspires the clay ? The soul subsides, and wickedly inclines To seem but mortal even in sound divines.
Though an excess in wine is highly blamable, it is surely much more pardonable, as the progressive steps to it are cheerful, animating, and seducing: the melancholy are for a while relieved, the grave are enlivened, and the witty and the gay seem almost in-